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MONTHLY AND ANNUAL PRECIPITATION AT MAZAT- 
LAN, SINALOA, MEXICO, FOR THE YEARS 1900, 1910, 
1911, AND 1 9 1 2 .  

[Data furnished by W, E. Alger, United States cousul.] 
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NoTE.-lOn account of the meager character of the d a h  regording rainfall distribu- 
tion over the PaciEc coast districts of Mexico, the above table should be of interest. 
Attention is at once drawn to the heavy rainfall of the summer months, and the marked 
dryness of the winter and spring periods, conditions directly opposing those revailing 
along the PaciEc coast of the United States. 6. C .  D. 

TWO CLIMATIC CROSS-SECTIONS OF T m  UNITED 
STATE 8.’ 

By ROBERT DE C. WARD, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 
Introduction.-Between the tnhulnted data on a page 

Of some climatological re ort, nncl nc tually experiencing 

difl’erence as great ah that hetween rending a description 
of n glncier niid seeing or clinihing over the glacier. A 
traveler wlio is solliething more than R hightseer, and who 
is interested in cliniatological “field work,” can see, even 
through n car window, types of meteorological condition.; 
m c l  their effect5 which mill give him a vivid impres4m 
of the larger fact.: of climate nnd of their control ‘n’er 
inm. Such field work is not inhtruniental. It may lie 
termed n series of “clinlntic snaphots.” The impre-- 
+ions thus gttiiecl are ineritnbly supei4ici:tl. Bat, tnkeii 
together, they constitute a sort of moving picture as 
inucli inore ririd tlinri the t nlJu1:ttcd dntn of climate as 
the real glacier iy more vivid than the piinted account. 
The writer had the privilege of taking part in the recent 
‘I’mn.ccoiitinent a1 Excursion of the Aniericnn Geogrnph- 
icnl Society. This trip gave itn excellent o portunity tr i  

were slisrply emplinhizecl, niid the “snapshots ” were rery 
clenr arid instructive. Sowe of the illipression.; thus 
gained are 1)riefly dewri1)ed here in the hope that, renders 
who may not h v e  had the good fortune to take such a 
trip niny perhaps, in sonie +light, way, &:we in the meteor- 
ologicd nd-rantages of the ~ourney .~  

the climate itself niicl o P >serving its effects, there is a 

see two climatic crohs-sections of the J p  iiited States. 
A.; the journey was mnde rapidly, the cliin a t’ 1c contrtistr 

- - _ _ _ ~ ~ _ _ _ ~ ~  -. 
1 Notes taken during the Transcontinental Excursion of the -4merican Geographical 

Society of New l-orli, huq. 2 2 0 c t .  1’4.1912. 
2 The party left New 1 ork Bug. 22, by special trah and traveled via Albany Chi- 

cago hfadlson Iluluth Tellowstone National Park Spkane, Seattle, San Franhsco, 
Salt’Lake Cit;, Denve;, Santa Fe, and the Grand’Canyon to Phoenix, Ariz. From 
Phoenn the return journey was via Kansas City, Memphis, Birmingham, Chattanooga, 
hsheville, and Washington to New York. 


